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how by the treachery and base methods of the National
Socialists he was overthrown in his own country a month
later.
For in all these events Papen had no part, although the
organisation upon which the whole plan and the basis of
conceited action rested was the creation of his brain.
Schuschnigg $ Fate
Dr. Kurt von Schuschnigg> the last Austrian Chancellor,
was yet another who had to pay more than dearly for the
trust he reposed in Herr von Papen. On the evening of
i ith March 1938, the day that he resigned and the German
Army marched over the frontier, he was arrested by his
sometime friend Dr. Seyss-Inquart. The next day Heinrich
Himmler, Chief of the German Gestapo, arrived by air at
the Aspern aerodrome ; he had with him, picked from the
ranks of his officials in Berlin, c a pack of bloodhounds *.
Schuschnigg was immediately taken into custody by the
Gestapo. For days he was kept shut up in his former
residence Schloss Belvedere, and then shifted to the Hotel
Metropole, the headquarters of the Gestapo in Vienna,
There he was allotted a cell which was hard by the {torture
chambers * as they were called. In those cells his former
supporters were beaten, tortured and maimed. The
shrieks of pain and desperation uttered by these, his friends,
must' have broken the spirit of this paragon among men,
and driven him frantic.
Hitler at first cherished the plan of having Dr. Schusch-
nigg tried and found guilty of * high treason * in a public
trial. Dr. Schuschnigg's high treason consisted of his
fighting with all his might against the aspirations of the
National Socialists for the conquest of Austria, his country.
But Mussolini entered a protest against the trial of an
Austrian Chancellor who, after all, had been his friend
and ally.
And so Dr. Schuschnigg still languishes in the torture
chambers of the Gestapo in Vienna. For two whole years
he has been kept prisoner there, and no attempt at a trial